
Universal Waste Management Info & Disposal 

We have all encountered used light bulbs, dead batteries, and spent aerosol cans at work and 
at home. You may think, “I know I can’t throw these in the trash, but I’m not sure what I’m 
supposed to do with them.” Good job! The first step in managing these special items, known as 
Universal Waste (UW), is recognizing that they are regulated and cannot be treated as common 
trash. So, what’s a UW and what should you do with these items? 

Quick guides in the form of posters and fact sheets are provided in links on the JBER 
Environmental Compliance Web page. These posters include the steps you need to take for 
proper management of UW and are available for you to print and post in your unit, shop, and 
work areas. More information about Universal Waste, JBER waste management, and training is 
provided below. 

REGULATORY AGENCIES  

Alaska Administrative Code (AAC) adopts by reference federal regulations for hazardous waste 
(HW) and UW. In Alaska, UW rules are administered by EPA Region 10. EPA’s UW regulations 
streamline the HW management standards for certain categories of HW that are commonly 
generated. JBER is a Small Quantity Handler of Universal Waste (SQHUW), one of four types of 
regulated participants in the UW system. The EPA is the federal regulatory agency that is 
charged with auditing and inspecting JBER to ensure compliance with all federal HW/UW 
regulations. 

UNIVERSAL WASTE TYPES  

A waste must first be determined as hazardous before it can be considered a UW. UW is a 
specific category of HW. Put simply, UW is HW! Federal regulations identify five specific 
categories of materials that can be managed as UW:  

• Lamps 
• Batteries 
• Aerosol Cans 
• Mercury-Containing Equipment 
• Pesticides 

Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 273 defines the type of materials that fall 
under the UW categories and specify in what situations that material can be considered a UW.  
Regulations for UW are tailored to each type of UW and require that the materials be managed 
in a way that prevents releases to the environment. Regulatory standards written for UW 
include provisions for labeling, containerization and storage, release response requirements, 
and transport to a facility that is permitted or designated to receive hazardous waste. Recyclers 
are among the type of facility that can be permitted or designated to receive UW. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=0501d91ec562faafa833c60c2404d806&mc=true&node=pt40.27.273&rgn=div5


Lamps 
40 CFR section 273.9 defines a lamp as the bulb or tube portion of an electric lighting device. A 
lamp is specifically designed to produce radiant energy. Common UW lamps include 
fluorescent, high intensity discharge, neon, mercury vapor, high pressure sodium, and metal 
halide lamps. Lamps are not considered a UW if they have not been discarded as a waste or 
don’t meet the definition of a HW. 

Batteries 
40 CFR section 273.9 defines a battery as a device consisting of one or more electrically 
connected electrochemical cells which is designed to receive, store, and deliver electric energy. 
The term battery also includes an intact, unbroken battery from which the electrolyte has been 
removed. Some batteries meet this definition, but are not UW. These include spent lead-acid 
batteries that are being managed under the requirements of 40 CFR part 266 subpart G, 
batteries that are not waste because they have not been discarded, and batteries that don’t 
meet the definition of a HW. Lead-acid batteries are managed under Subpart G at JBER and are 
not handled as UW. Common alkaline batteries (AA, C, D, etc.) are also not UW.  

Aerosol Cans 
40 CFR section 273.9 defines an aerosol can as a non-refillable receptacle containing a gas 
compressed, liquefied, or dissolved under pressure, the sole purpose of which is to expel a 
liquid, paste, or powder and fitted with a self-closing release device allowing the contents to be 
ejected by the gas. 

Aerosol cans that are not subject to HW requirements because they are either not solid waste, 
not HW, or they meet the RCRA definition of an empty container, are not subject to the UW 
Rule. However, for ease of operations, handlers may choose to manage aerosol cans that are 
not subject to waste rules as UW.  

Note: JBER currently manages all aerosol cans as HW; therefore, personnel must comply with 
HW management and handling requirements. Non-centralized accumulation areas that 
collect HW are considered satellite accumulation areas or SAAs. Any sites that handle HW 
aerosol cans are therefore de facto SAAs and must meet all regulatory requirements for SAAs. 

Mercury-Containing Equipment 
40 CFR part 273.9 defines mercury-containing equipment (MCE) as a device or part of a device 
(including thermostats but excluding batteries and lamps) that contains elemental mercury 
integral to its function. Some MCE meets this definition but is not UW. These MCE include 
equipment or devices from which the mercury-containing components have been removed; 
mercury-containing equipment that is not waste because it has not been discarded; and 
mercury-containing equipment doesn’t meet the definition of HW. 

Pesticides 
40 CFR part 273.9 defines a pesticide as any substance or mixture of substances intended for 
preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest, or intended for use as a plant 
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regulator, defoliant, or desiccant, with exceptions for animal drugs and animal feeds. Pesticides 
on JBER are managed by the 773d CES Pest Management Shop, in accordance with the JBER 
Integrated Pest Management Plan. 

JBER TRAINING 

A four-hour training course is offered by the installation HW/UW contractor. Handlers of UW 
must attend the training. Your Unit Environmental Coordinator (UEC) or Hazardous Waste 
Manager will identify the need for you to take the training or you can make a request to your 
UEC. Once identified with a training need, a Command Letter authorizing the training must be 
obtained, which your UEC will request. Once the Command Letter has been received, you must 
schedule and attend the JBER hazardous waste training. The training allows you to handle UW, 
receive empty prelabeled containers, and call for pick-up of UW containers for delivery to the 
Hazardous Waste Facility (Building 4314); or if authorized, to drop off containers. It also helps 
to ensure your unit complies with JBER, Alaska, and federal regulations. 

 


