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Many archaeological sites on JBER are associated 

with homesteads dating to the early 1900s, as 

well as military sites and features. Homestead 

sites can include cabin ruins, old dog houses, scat-

ters of cans and household debris, wood debris, 

irrigation ditches, fence lines, and metal debris. 

Artifacts may include cartridges, cans, wood 

stove fragments, window glass, tools, and cooking 

utensils.  

The Department of Defense established the in-

stallation in 1940 and began to buy homesteads. 

Some homestead buildings were reused by the 

military. Archaeological sites related to military 

activity include the remains of World War II and 

Cold War buildings, bunkers, berms, foxholes, 

and various other training features. Abandoned 

vehicles and plane wrecks are occasionally found. 

Artifacts may include antipersonnel devices such 

as razor wire or Rommel spikes; scraps of metal, 

wood, or canvas; ammunition casings, and; c-

ration cans. 

Axel Hirvela Homestead, 1914-1943. 

Archaeological sites provide information 

and understanding of past human behavior 

and culture. There are unmarked culturally 

significant sites on the installation. This  

includes cache pits for storing food,      

possible house remains, and stone tools. 

Research indicates there may also be un-

marked Alaska Native burial grounds on 

JBER. 

Known prehistoric sites in southcentral 

Alaska date between 9,000 years ago up 

until the arrival of the first European ex-

plorers in 1741. There were dozens of  

Dena’ina settlements around Cook Inlet at 

contact. After 1741, Alaska Native people 

continued to use their land for hunting, 

fishing, and gathering resources.  

Background: 9,000 year old projectile point.  



THE LAW: 

Archaeological resources on JBER are managed and 

protected by a host of policy directives and laws.    

Together, they protect irreplaceable and culturally  

sensitive sites and objects. Some actions are punishable 

by fines and/or imprisonment. Some of these laws are: 

Archaeological Resources Protection Act (1979). 

Imposes civil and criminal penalties against those 

who excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise alter 

or deface archaeological resources, or attempt to 

do so, without an approved permit. Penalties may 

include fines up to $100,000 and imprisonment for 

2 years. The law also allows for the forfeiture of 

personal property used in the illegal excavation or 

destruction of archaeological sites. 

Native American Graves protection and Repatri-

ation Act (1990). Requires federal agencies to 

protect and repatriate human remains, funerary 

objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural 

patrimony. 

National Historic Preservation Act (1966) and its 

implementing regulations (54 U.S.C. §300101 et 

seq.) establish a process through which federal land 

managing agencies must consider whether       

proposed projects may adversely affect cultural 

resources. It also requires agencies to develop 

programs to preserve or mitigate damage to    

archaeological resources. 

Air Force Policy Directive 32-70, Environmental 

Quality. Requires responsible management of  

archaeological resources held by the USAF in  

public trust. 

AFI 32-7065, Cultural Resource Management. 

Details USAF policy for managing cultural        

resources to support the military mission and to 

meet legal compliance requirements. 

WHAT TO DO: 

If you encounter something you think may be 

a historic building, archaeological site, artifact, 

or fossil: 

STOP WORKING IN THE AREA       

IMMEDIATELY AND SECURE THE  

AREA SURROUNDING THE              

RESOURCE. 

Leave EVERYTHING where you found it. Do 

not disturb the area in any way. 

Document the site location – this is critical for 

the protection of the site. Knowledge of site 

locations is distributed on a need-to-know 

basis. 

Notify your supervisor and the JBER Cultural 

Resource Manager (CRM). Wait for further 

guidance. DO NOT resume activities in the 

area until it is cleared by the CRM. 

Do not touch or remove any bones. They may 

be human. STOP AND SECURE THE AREA 

IMMEDIATELY! Report the discovery to your 

supervisor, the CRM, and  Security Forces. 

Wait for further guidance. 

 

To report any site or vandalism, call the 

CRM at (907) 384-3467 or Security Forces 

at (907) 552-3421.  

724 Quartermaster Drive, 2nd Floor 

JBER, AK 99505 

(907)384-3467 
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Site Discovery Contact Information: 

REPORT ALL VANDALISM & LOOTING! 

Help us protect  

archaeological resources! 

“Humpy’s Family” at K’echan Dalkizt, circa 1890.  

From HM Weatherbee Collection at Rasmussen Library. 


